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LAFAYETTE INDUSTRIES ðSTILL,  THE WORKPLACE OF CHO ICE 
 

        Two years ago, I wrote what I believed was the current state of affairs for Lafayetteðand for workshops, for 

that matter. The article was entitled ñPerseverance and the Futureò.  I re-read that article recently in light of current 

events where some ñexpertsò at the national, state, and local level are once again calling for the end of workshops. I 

have shared some of that correspondence with you. Sadly, every one of those who have scorned this appropriate,  

planned, and personal choice for meaningful work for so many deserving folks have not only not been to a workshop 

recently, have refused my invitation to come visit Lafayette.  They donôt even know that Missouri is a state that has a 

unique industrial model, not a rehabilitation model like the rest of the country. A lot of you have responded by 

telling me your personal journey and volunteered for further action if needed. Thatôs terrific; I thank you; and I want 

to let you know that this year we will have an organized effort not only to keep you informed, but a concerted effort 

to educate elected officials and the community at-large on the importance of workshops.  Hereôs an update of that 

article: 

 

ñPerseverance and the Futureò 

 

        ñIN 1976, Lafayette Work Center opened its doors to 16 employees with a dedicated purpose of providing 

meaningful and sustaining employment to adults with developmental disabilities.  39 years later Lafayette Industries 

comprised of Lafayette Work Center in Manchester and Lafayette Industries North, Inc., formerly known as I.T.E 

with a great history in its own right, provided employment to over 400 different individuals while achieving over 

$2,200,000 in sales and business services to the community; and will be expanding operations in North County. 

       This doesnôt just ñhappenò.  A Dream based on faith, all about Hope, and supported by Charity persevered 

through preconceived prejudices, economic uncertainty, and yes, even floods and natural disasters; persevered by the 

hard work and support of a dedicated throng of parents, spiritual and financial supporters, staff, and a volunteer 

Board whose sole interest is to just make a difference.  

       As we enter into 2016 we have another set of challenges to overcome, some new, and some old, disguised as 

ñnewò.  We are entering yet another era of debate as to what constitutes ñinclusionò and enrichment of lives, and 

who gets to be the judge of that.  But as always, Perseverance to a principle that creates an environment where a 

spectrum of abilities can thrive will always be the true definition of inclusion and diversity.ò 

       There is only one more thing that I can add to that: 

 

ñVeritas Omnia VincitòðTruth conquers all.   

 
Have a great month! 

              
       

 

       
      Rob Libera       

       Executive Director 

     

rlibera@lafayetteindustries.com       
 

 
Tele:  636-227-5666 Ê  Fax:  636-227-9650  Ê E-mail:  lwc@lafayetteindustries.com Ê Check out our newsletter in living color at our web site: www.lafayetteindustries.com 

Mission:  The mission of Lafayette Industries is to provide employment opportunities 
to persons with developmental disabilities and to persons with other disabilities who are 

18 years or older. 

Goals:  Ê To provide a meaningful and productive work experience to persons who are 
disabled  Ê To maintain a safe and pleasant work environment  Ê To teach and to train 

persons with disabilities to acquire better work habits  Ê To enhance self-worth and 

dignity through employment  Ê To provide high-quality business service through 
packaging, light assembly and commercial mailings  Ê To operate the center in a 

professional, fiscally responsible manner  Ê To provide fair wages and good benefits 

L INKED  

 

http://www.lafayetteindustries.com/


LAFAYETTE LADIES LUNCHEON  

 

On Saturday, September 19th, Lafayette Industries had a Ladies Luncheon over at Meadowbrook Country Club in 

Ballwin.  This event has gone by several names ï PuttinôOn The Ritz, Pick A Pocketbook and Purses With A 

Purpose.  All of them meant the same thing ï a Silent Auction, a great dinner and lots of anxious moments spent 

waiting around an item you bid on.  When everyone arrived, rather than have to wait in line, we already had the 

last names of people listed, and what table we were going to be eating at.  As photographer for a lot of events, I 

have learned that the edges of the seating area are a good spot to sit so you can get go and come while taking 

pictures.  Those of you who have Facebook and have ñLikedò Lafayette Industries know that we post pictures after 

we edit them.  Sometimes the day after an event they are available for folks to see.  What we saw this time was 

people having fun, getting caught up on news and greeting those that they hadnôt seen in a while. We hope you 

enjoy this sampling of pictures from the folks who were there and on the front lines. 
 

          Checking out purses                                 Mary Klevorn came with her grandparents and her mother            Mothers get a chance to talk without interruptions (well...) 
 

 

 
Far left: 

One of our 

employees 
painted this 

killer-good 

painting. 
 

Immediate 

left: 
Ladies put 

down their 

next best bid. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

After bidding, itôs back to tables to regroup and talk about what theyôve seen.   Letôs go just $5 moreééééé. 



 

 

THE BIG DAY  By Marilyn Wombacher (Proud Mother) 

 

Joe Wombacher and his brother, Matt, had the privilege of walking their 

sister, Sarah, down the aisle.  The wedding took place on August 1st in Tower 

Grove Park.  Joe has a new brother-in-law and a new niece.  Joe is very 

excited to be an uncle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

MIKE OWENS BECOMES  FIRST-TIME  UNCLE  
 

By Christine Voigt (Proud Sister) 
 

 

Mike Owens became an uncle for the first time to John Laurence Voigt on July 20th.  

His parents are Larry and myself.  He weighed 7 lbs,14 ozs., and was 20.5ò long. 

Mike's wearing a shirt that says "Great Brothers Get Promoted To Uncle." 
 

 

 

 

 

SCOTT RISLEY IS AN UNCLE AGAIN   By Dianne Risley (Proud Mother) 

 

On Sunday, September 20th, at 3:43 p.m., Scott greeted his new nephew into the Risley 

family.  The new baby was named William James Risley by Christopher and Marybeth 

Risley, Scott's brother and sister-in law.  Scott was so very proud of his new nephew, and 

couldn't wait to hold him.  William was very content to look at Scott and then promptly fell 

fast asleep. 

 

William has two brothers - Michael who is 7 years old and Joey who is 3 years old, and one 

cousin, Ally, who is 9 years old.  Scott's nephews and niece all love to play with Uncle 

Scott because he is always fun and always has time to play games and watch movies with them.  That is what 

uncles do, and Uncle Scott loves them!  (Editorial note:  William James weighed in at 8 lbs., 7 ozs. and was 21ò 

long.) 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE!!!!!  
 

Please be sure and make a note at the end of October that you mark on Halloween that the very next 

day, November 1st, at 2:00 a.m., is the end of Daylight Savings Time.  Fall is in full swing by this 

time, so hopefully this note will catch your eye and remind you that the evening will be a very busy one of trick-

or-treaters, Halloween parties and then to top off the evening, the time changes back to Central Standard Time.  

That means you will get one extra hour to recuperate from the parties of the night before.  So be sure and set those 

clocks back ï Spring forward, Fall back. 

 

 

 

 

 



SARAH WALKER WINS GOLD MEDAL  
 

We always like to keep up with those who have left 

Lafayette for other places.  Sarah Walker left us last 

year, but did she really?  We still hear from her when 

she goes on vacation.  She sends us postcards of 

wherever sheôs been.  Now she and her father 

wanted to share her special golden moment.  

Congratulations, Sarah, and may you have many 

more golden moments.  Her proud fatherôs wrote her story for us, short and sweet:  She was awarded a GOLD 

Medal for her efforts in softball in the State Special Olympics in Jefferson City.  Senator Roy Blunt presented her 

with the medal.  Yea for Sarah!!!!!!!!!  

 

 

 
          SAVE THIS DATE FOR THE  

SIGMA DELTA LUNCHEON!!  

                      

      **SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 TH**  

 
     We want to make YOU smile once again at the 

Sigma Deltaôs lunch, bake sale, silent auction and 

musical entertainment event.  Itôs the same great location, food, prizes, entertainment and the PRICE is 

right ï still $20.00 / person!  Bev Hanson is our contact person, so if you are interested in going, call 

Becky S. at (636) 227-5666, x1100, and she can tell you where to send in your check and reservation. 

 

Salem Methodist Church Ê 14825 Manchester Road Ê Ballwin, MO 

 

Reservations must be postmarked by October 10th ï Becky S. says that this is a great event!!  Her fav!!  

Just try it out one time and youôll be hooked too! 

 

**SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 TH ï Doors open at 11:00 a.m.** 
 

 

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS ï LAFAYETTE FLU CLINIC DATES ï  

OCTOBER 13TH AND OCTOBER 27TH 

 

By Kathie Boyer (Office Manager Extraordinaire) 

 

We will be having our flu clinics for both the North and West workshops in October.  We have a contracted date 

of Tuesday, October 13th for Lafayette North, and Lafayette Westôs clinic will be on Tuesday, October 27th.  

Clinic times will be at 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  The deadline for turning in your flu forms was September 28th.  We 

still need insurance cards that were not attached to the forms, so weôll be letting you know about those.  Thank 

you to everyone for getting those back.  

 
 
 

 

 

 



    HALLOWEEN  PARTY  
   Friday, October 30, 2014 

                6:30 ï 9:00 p.m. 
 

 

  

Evangelical Free Church         Only $10 Per Person 
1375 Carman Rd. (at Weidman) 

 

 
Lafayette West employees, family and guests are invited to attend a dinner / dance with music provided by 

Sounsational D. J. Service, and dinner catered by Callierôs.  Dress up in costume ï or not ï itôs entirely up to 

you.  Come and have a SPOOKTACULAR  time! 

 

Every person attending needs a reservation.  All staff with guests who wish to eat must pay 

$10.00.  
 

NO DROPOFFS ï Employee must be accompanied by guardian / staff member to register and for pick-up.   

The reservation deadline is Friday, October 23rd.  Please make your check payable to LWC Auxiliary and 

send it and the completed reservation form to the LWC office prior to the deadline.  Contact Barb 

Aufdenspring at mbspring@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions. 

 

 

HALLOWEEN PARTY RESE RVATION F ORM    $10 per person (Make check payable to LWC Auxiliary) 

 

_______ Check _______ Cash (in sealed envelope with amount written on outside) 

 

Are you taking Call-A-Ride?    _______ Yes   _______  No 

 

Please print name(s) of person(s) attending  Contact Phone Number __________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Every person attending needs a reservation.  The reservation deadline is Friday, October 23rd.  

Please check with Barb Aufdenspring (mbspring@sbcglobalnet) if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR OCTOBERITES!!  

 

                       NORTH         WEST 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñLAFAYETTE NEWSLETTER YARD SALEò 

 

Last week Lafayette was blessed with a large donation of unique items.  We have decided to have a ñnewsletter 

yard saleò type event.  You will find pictures of the items, suggested donation amount, and a description under 

each item.  The funds that are raised will be used by the Training Department to come up with new material to 

help teach new skills to our employees! 

  

If you have questions or would like to see any item contact Christy at 636-227-5666, ext. 1115.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanley Cup replica       Harispray Uno                   Green Lantern toy           Batman playing cards 

           $2               $5                        $5                         $3 

 

 

 

(ñGarage Saleò continued on the next 3 pages) 

Michael Siddle 2 Andrew Zivnuska 13 

Stacie Waller 2 Kathleen Moore 19 

Keith Halsey 5 Maureen Teschner 19 

Doug Miller  5 Dana Thebeau 19 

Alicia Rutherford 6 Colleen Kelly 21 

James Riester 7 Karen Van Berkel 21 

Jesse Brooks 8 Louis Barnhart 22 

Mark Kinney 8 Daniel Rechtien 22 

Harry Kuhlenbeck 8 Tracy Meyer 23 

Julie Tennenbaum 8 Rob Libera 25 

Jamie Bovyn 9 Martha Gibbs 26 

Cole Hellman 11 Cary Bankendorf 27 

Rebecca Crump 13 Stephen Keller 29 

Veronica Quinn 5 

Emanuel Baker 10 

Paul Baker 31 

"Middle age:  when you 

begin to exchange your 

emotions for symptoms."    

ñ Irvin Cobb  

 

http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1299850
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1299850
http://www.great-quotes.com/quote/1299850


                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Elvis toy guitar     Star Wars coffee table book   Marvel coffee table book      Wizard of Oz Uno game 

             $5             $15           $15         $5 

 

       
Dark Knight bobblehead    Marvel coffee table book        CSI board game   Elvis coasters 

        $30 (collectible)         $15                       $7           $5 

 

 

 

       
The Beatles coffee table book    The Hulk book    Elvis book collection          Twilight magazines          

        $15                $5   $5                                     $5 


